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WELCOME

This year we have been celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Ballee 
Baptist Church.  

As we near the end of the year we are having a Special Gospel 
Mission and Praise Night and thought it would be appropriate to 
publish a book which reflects the History of the Church, remem-
bering some important landmarks and key events over the last 50 
years.

Thank you to all who contributed with pictures, articles, sharing 
of memories and events and all who helped pull this publication 
together.

Its is an amazing priviledge and a blessing to look back over the 
last 50 years and we look forward to continuing our service for the 
Lord in this area and pray that we will see the work of the Lord 
prosper to the Glory of God.

Ian & Kathryn McMullan
Editors
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Pastor Fred Henry                              
April 1968 to April 1974

Now at 
home with 
the Lord

First Church 
Building 1968 

First Pastor  
Fred  Henry

In the early months 
of 1968, a number 
of believers were 

meeting on a 
Tuesday evening in 
the home of Mark 

and Isobel Johnston 
at 11 Carolhill Park, 

Ballymena.

The 
Evangelical 
Church was 
Constituted 
10th April 

1968

First Elder 
Matthew Calderwood

First Manse purchased 
6 Rowallane Drive 

November 1970

Membership of 62 
in 1975

Pastor Sam Gordon
inducted 1975

First gospel mission 1970 
by Rev. Fred Henry 

Missionary Weekends Commenced
1976

First Baptismal Service
in First church building 

9th May 1976

Cassette Tape Ministry 
Commenced by Tom McGrath 

August 1980

Pastor Geoffrey Ward 
inducted 2nd August 1980

Ballee Baptist 
Church 

registered as
 a Charity

November 1980

First Wedding in the 
Church

John & Ina Livingstone
11th August 1970

New Church Opening 
May 1982

CHURCH TIMELINE
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New Church Hall Opened 
December 1988

Pastor Lawrence Kennedy 
inducted 3rd December 1988

Ballee Baptist Church building 
destroyed by fire
1st October 1993

Ballee Baptist new Church 
building opened 1st June 1996

Ballee Baptist 50th 
Anniversary Dinner

1st June 2018

Opening of Link building & 
kitchen 2007

Purchase of present manse 
in the Spring of 1999

Manse purchased at 
Ballee Road West 

1984

December 2015 
was the first live 
video webcast
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from the pastor...  from the Pastor...

On Sunday 3rd June 2018, Ballee Baptist Church cele-
brated its 50th anniversary as an independent autono-
mous Baptist congregation. 

Behind the history of this church are myriads of stories 
about the powerful work of God, the committed sacrifice 
of a people and the influential ministry of a fellowship to 
its community.

For many, 1968 is a year in ancient history, while to others it seems impossible 
that 1968 was 50 years ago. Certainly Ballymena and County Antrim were very 
different places back then than what they are today. I am sure you will read in this 
booklet the article on the history of our fellowship.

My link with the Fellowship of Ballee Baptist started in July 1988, when after 
preaching a few Sundays in the church, I received a unanimous call from the 
Elders, Oversight and Members to come and serve the Lord in the fellowship as 
Pastor. In response to the confidence that the fellowship showed in me, and with 
the prompting of the Spirit of God, I arrived in Ballymena in December 1988 with 
my wife Lesley and three young children (Geoffrey, Deborah and Naomi)

Time would forbid me in this article to go into details of the past 30 years. Suffice 
to say that God has richly blessed His Word, and by HIM, we have seen days of 
salvation and growth, both numerically and spiritually. I praise God for all the mul-
titude of people who have served, prayed and supported the fellowship over my 
time as Pastor. Who could forget the devastating malicious fire in October 1993, 
but then the contrast and joy of opening our new sanctuary in June 1996, without 
any debt or overdraft.

The congregation in Ballee Baptist is traditional in its form of worship, as we seek 
to uphold the tenets and teaching of God’s Word with simplicity and integrity. We 
are a group of ordinary people, saved by God’s Grace, seeking to live out our 
faith in such a way that we see a transformation in our lives, in our families, in our 
community, and in our world.

At my stage of life, with grandchildren running around my feet and in my study, I 
find myself looking for peace! When the grandchildren leave to go home....there is 
a sense of peace. In pastoral work with stress and problems, we look for a period 
of peace.  The Bible speaks quite often about “peace”. There is such turmoil and 
dissension in this world the concept of peace seems far from the human mind. 
But, if we know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we can know and enjoy 

FOREWORD
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peace. Recently I was meditating on three kinds of peace I find in the Bible:

I. A Peace You Can Fake
Jeremiah 8v11 speaks of a people who were saying, 'peace, peace when there is 
no peace.'  If something is fake, it appears otherwise than it actually is.  A person 
who 'fakes' is a 'pretender.'  I have never played basketball in my life! But one of 
the most important moves in basketball is called a fake. That occurs when one 
looks like he is going one way but has all intention to quickly change direction. 
How did they fake their peace in Jeremiah’s day? They did so through religious 
observance. They used religion to cover over the fact they lacked real spiritual 
peace with God. They did so by faithfully giving, attending a place of worship, and 
going through religious activities. The peace you have should be genuine. It is 
found alone through repentance of sin and trust in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, and 
His atoning death for us at Calvary. That is the only way to have peace that is truly 
satisfying.

II. A Peace You Can Take
In John 14v27 the Lord Jesus said, 'Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you.'  Think about someone dying, leaving 
his money and other assets to someone else. Jesus Christ was going away, so he 
was telling His followers, though I am departing I am leaving you with something 
that will sustain and keep you calm in life's turmoil. It was His peace, which comes 
by faith in Christ's person and His Word. All it takes to possess peace is to have 
faith in the Person of Christ, the  Provision of Christ, and the Purposes of Christ. 

III. A Peace You Can Make
Matt. 5v9 says, 'Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the sons 
of God.'  Anyone who desires to continually disrupt harmony, who delights and 
thrives in discord, and who is constantly causing an undercurrent of unease, is not 
a person who personally knows God's wonderful peace. When you are at peace 
with God, it is your desire to be at peace with others.  You must know God wants 
His people to be at peace with one another (Psalm 133v1).  Also, keep in mind 
a church will have a greater influence in its community if it has a reputation for 
unity. Remember, don't wait for the other person to initiate peace, you must seek 
to initiate it yourself.

As a fellowship this special 50th Anniversary is a great time to look back with both 
nostalgia and thanksgiving, but we also look forward into an unknown tomorrow 
with confidence and assurance that the same Lord who has brought us thus far, 
will keep us until He comes or calls us home. But until that day we live a life of 
faithful adherence to God’s unchanging Word, seeking to shine for Him in this dark 
and difficult world.

As you read through this special 50th publication, remember to pray for us, that we 
might see God’s hand move in revival blessing.
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As I look back over fifty years as a member at Ballee Bap-
tist Church I marvel at the goodness of God to our fellowship. 
Psalm 48v1 begins with 'Great is the Lord and greatly to be 
praised' and truly as a fellowship we can testify to His great-
ness in blessing us in so many ways. 

He has blessed us by sending to us Pastors who were faith-
ful preachers of the Word. At a time when so many of the old 
truths are being neglected, indeed some even being reject-
ed, Pastors Henry, Gordon, Ward and Kennedy have held to fundamental Biblical 
truth. God has built up His saints through the ministry of these pastors and other 
men who have preached in Ballee, and He has been pleased to save souls, and 
over the fifty years the fellowship has grown. 

Also I can say that we have been blessed with faithful Elders. Men such as Mat-
thew Calderwood, Robert Cameron and James Fleck led the fellowship with great 
wisdom during vacancies in the early days. Robert Cameron has been our longest 
serving Elder, having served for forty one years from 1970 until his home call in 
2011. Bertie Russell and Wilbert Price both served as Elders for a short time in those 
early days. In 1980 Ronnie Linton and James Robinson were added to the Elders 
and in 1996 David Mitchell was also added. In recent years Wesley Coulter and I 
were appointed and we seek to maintain, with the Pastor, the standards on which 
the fellowship was founded.

As well as blessing us spiritually the Lord has also blessed us materially. Time and 
again over these fifty years our members have been called upon to give of their 
finances, from the building of our first premises in 1969 at a cost of £2,500 pounds 
to the opening of the link building between our present church building and church 
hall in 2007. 

Over one million pounds has been spent on church premises, including a church 
manse. As far as I can recall we never had to borrow money from a bank apart from 
an overdraft facility to help fund the first building in 1969. Our Deacons, who have 
the responsibility for this part of the fellowship administration, do a great service in 
the Lord’s work. Although there has always been an election each year to this office, 
many have served for a long time. The longest serving Deacon is Raymond Herbi-
son who has been a Deacon since 1971. He has also been Church Treasurer and 
Sunday School Superintendent. 

LOOKING BACK
OVER 50 YEARS
By Auldwyn Calderwood
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We have a very generous fellowship and have been able each year to give around 
30% of our income to missionary societies and missionary students, as well as 
finance the day to day needs of the fellowship.

As the fellowship has grown over time so has the number of departments in the 
work. As well as the Sunday Services, the Prayer Meetings and the Bible Study, 
the work has now expanded and caters for every age group. Work among chil-
dren includes Sunday School, Crèche, Children’s Church, Good News Club, Little 
Sunbeams  and Holiday Bible Club. For the young people there are Bible Classes 
which are part of the Sunday School work, SALT (formerly the Young Peoples 
Fellowship) which is for all young people from secondary school age and upwards, 
and the Saturday Night Youth Club. 

For the more mature among us there is the Ladies Fellowship, the Men's Fellow-
ship and Adult Bible Class. Recently another work has begun where ladies who 
can knit, crochet, etc meet regularly to produce various items to send to missionary 
societies. 

Every one who plays any role in these departments 
is deeply appreciated...

Outreach to the people in our town is done by a door to door Outreach team and 
the Saturday Morning Market Work.  Little Sunbeams (Mums and Tots) held on 
a Thursday morning and the Saturday Night Youth Club have a good number of 
unsaved people attending. Every one who plays any role in these departments is 
deeply appreciated by the oversight and your dedication in His work is acknowl-
edged.

In August 1980 Tom McGrath sought the approval of the oversight to record the 
various meetings onto cassette tape and distribute them to those who were unable 
to attend for various reasons. This request was granted and so began the Tape 
Ministry, now called the Audio Visual Ministry.  Tom, with his knowledge of record-
ing and the equipment needed set this up and over the years it has grown to not 
only recording the services and making them available on CD, but using Sermon 
Audio facilities on the internet - the services are now video streamed live and can 
be watched worldwide. We trust that God will use this to His glory and to the sal-
vation of many.

Around that same time it was decided to produce a church magazine which could 
be used to keep people up to date with what was happening and also to include 
helpful articles and testimonies. This still continues to be produced each quarter 
and is now edited by Ian & Kathryn McMullan.



Much has changed in 50 years in our fellowship but one thing has always been 
true of Ballee, and that is our hearty singing as we worship God in our services. 
Very many have been involved; I can remember around thirty different people 
who played either the organ or piano. Presently Sidney Campbell is in charge of 
this ministry with a team of musicians who play on a rota basis. 

Over fifty years there are many great and joyous memories; too many to recall in 
any detail; memories of events and of the people that make up our story and in 
many ways have made the assembly what it is today. 

One such event was the opening of our first little temporary wooden building on 
7th June 1969. Looking back I recall the days and nights that we worked togeth-
er to prepare the site, build the base to set it on, and then raise the hall. The work 
was supervised by Jim Fleck and John Russell with Robert Cameron and Mat-
thew Calderwood never far away. The ladies of the fellowship also helped with 
making curtains and decorating. How glad we were to have a place of our own 
and the opening meetings were a real blesséd time with Pastor Willie Mullan 
and his son Michael preaching. The pulpit was the work of Thomas Orr and Alex 
Agnew from Ballyclare presented the fellowship with a lovely communion suite. 

Over the years the Lord has drawn very close to 
us ...

Of course there have been many openings since, every one special in its own 
way but that first one is to me most special as it signified in a visual form God’s 
planting of His work on the Toome Road. 

Over the years the Lord has drawn very close to us through the preaching of 
the gospel and ministry of His Word through our pastors and also through the 
ministry of visiting speakers. I remember Pastor Mullan doing a series on the 
Garments of The High Priest using a life size model, robed as The High Priest in 
Israel would have been dressed. Then Pastor Jim Irvine did a series called the 
Glories of Christ and night by night extolled the beauties of our Saviour. In recent 
years I have received much blessing and encouragement through the speakers 
at the Easter Week meetings. 

Of course there have also been times of sadness and disappointment. The first 
day of October 1993 is etched on many of our memories as we looked at the 
devastation caused by the fire which destroyed our first permanent building as 
well as our church bus. Following the events of that day, as a fellowship we knew 
much of God’s sustaining grace and His bountiful provision as we erected the 
present building and opened it on 1st June 1996, with Robert Cameron turning 
the key. 

Over the years many families have experienced the pain of bereavment and 
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many who were faithful to God’s work in Ballee are now in Glory. I want to mention 
two which were particularly sad. On 27th December 2009 Rhonda McCalmont, a 
young lady who bore a good testimony for God and had borne her illness bravely 
over a number of years was taken home to be with her Saviour. She left behind a 
loving husband John and her two young sons. The large number who attended her 
funeral testified to her standing in the fellowship. 

The 11th February 2016 is another date stamped on my memory . . . the day Karla 
Cameron was suddenly taken from us as the result of a motoring accident. Karla,  
and her husband David were very involved in children’s work in the fellowship and 
the huge crowd at her funeral reflected the love the fellowship had for this young 
lady. We thank God for His sustaining grace to David who is now at the Baptist Col-
lege studying for full time ministry. 

I personally count it a great privilege to have 
known and served along side these men...

Also in the last few years we have lost two of our elders. On 13th May 2011 our long-
est serving elder Robert Cameron passed away suddenly. Robert seldom missed 
a meeting except through illness and as well as being an elder he had served as 
Church Secretary for 20 years. On 3rd July 2013 Ronnie Linton was taken to his 
heavenly home after a period of illness. He was appointed as an elder in 1980. 

On 15th July 2016 Joe Stevenson, one of our deacons and a faithful worker in the 
fellowship passed away after a short illness. I personally count it a great privilege to 
have known and served along side these men who sought only to please God and 
serve Him in our fellowship.  They too were men whose love for the fellowship was 
surpassed only by their love for their Saviour. 

Of course women have been very important in our fellowship and not only because 
they can provide such beautiful teas when called upon to do so, but in the Children’s 
Work they are the backbone of the staff. Where would the Sunday School and Chil-
dren’s Work have been without our women? But also in the place of prayer how 
often our hearts have been blessed as godly women poured out their hearts for their 
families and the fellowship. In the fellowship we are also blessed with women who 
are encouragers of the saints, sending little notes or text messages to those whom 
God lays on their hearts, to encourage them just when they need it most.

Over the past thirty years we have been blessed time and again as Pastor Kennedy 
has preached the Word; the present series in Ephesians as blessed as any. Truly we 
can say 'Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised' and what a blessing as we look 
forward in the Lord’s will to be able to say with the Psalmist in verse 14 of Psalm 48 

'For this God is our God forever and ever, He will be our guide.'
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In the early months of 1968, a number of believers were meeting on a Tuesday 
evening in the home of Mark and Isobel Johnston at 11 Carolhill Park, Ballymena. 
After much prayer and consideration they formed a fellowship on 10th April 1968. 
They then moved their meeting place to the minor Town Hall, Ballymena where 
Rev. Fred Henry ministered the word of God and preached the gospel. 

Times of rich blessing followed the faithful preaching and teaching and the num-
bers soon began to increase. 

The Fellowship then known as the ‘Evangelical Church’ sought for a place where 
they could expand and be free to hold other meetings without restrictions and a 
site was offered to them by Alexander Neilly at Toome Road, Lower Ballee, Bally-
mena. 

They moved to the present site and erected a temporary wooden building which 
was opened and dedicated on 7th June 1969. The guest speakers on that mem-
orable occasion were the late Pastor Willie Mullan and his son Michael.  A Com-
munion suite was presented to the Church by Mr Alex Agnew.

IN THE BEGINNING
1968

 Mr & Mrs Fred Henry
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“Pastor Henry reported 47 souls pointed to the Lord:
         28 believers baptised and 37 received into fellowship”

Mr Matthew Calderwood from Dunloy 
became the first Elder in the Fellowship 
on 9th April 1969

The following extract is taken from the minutes of the Annual Church meeting on 8th January 1970.

The study of God’s Word on a Tuesday evening, something that is still carried on 
today, commenced back in the autumn of 1973.

Mr Henry served as Pastor of the Fellowship until 30th April 1974 when he went to 

The first gospel mission on the present site commenced on Lord’s 
Day 6th September 1970, conducted by Mr Henry, and continued 
for four weeks ending on Lord’s Day 4th October. During that 
period many precious souls trusted the Saviour.

God continued to bless and add to the Church.  In the Autumn 
of 1970 a manse was purchased at 6 Rowallane Drive, 
Ballymena and in the summer of 1971 a further building was 
erected to accommodate the Sunday School.

At a special meeting on 3rd August 1972 it was agreed after 
much consideration to change the name from ‘The Evangelical 
Church’ to Ballee Baptist Church.



    Record of Income from 1971

serve the Lord with Sandes Soldiers and Air-
men’s Homes to HM Forces. 

Mr Matthew Calderwood took charge of the 
platform and was ably assisted by his fellow 
elders Robert Cameron and Jim Fleck.  Under 
their continued steady leadership and counsel 
the fellowship continued to flourish.

During the month of September 1974 Mr Jim 
Peden, Cloughmills conducted a three week 
mission.
 
At the Annual Church meeting on 4th Febru-
ary 1975 Mr Bertie Russell was elected to the 
office of Elder. 

The first wedding in the church was that of John 
and Ina Livingstone on 11th August 1970. 



On 23rd October 1975 Mr Samuel Gordon from Bangor was 
inducted as Pastor of the fellowship. During the winter of 
1975 lengthy negotiations were completed for the purchase 
of the present site from the Ballymena Development Com-
mission at the cost of £4,220.

In February 1977 Jim Fleck resigned from the Church due to 
taking up the Lord’s work in England.

Pastor Hamilton Moore was the guest speaker during a fur-
ther three week mission from 1st to 22nd May 1977, which proved to be a blessed 
time.  At the Annual Meeting on 9th January 1978 Wilbert Price was elected to the 
Office of Elder.

In August 1978 Pastor Samuel Gordon accepted a call to Limavady Baptist Church 
and commenced there on 1st September. For the following two years God continued 
to bless and lead the assembly of His people through many local and visiting serv-
ants. 

At the Annual meeting on11th February 1980 Mr James Robinson and Mr Ronnie 
Linton were elected to the office of Elder.

PASTOR SAM GORDON 
23RD OCTOBER 1975 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s the best part of 40+ years since I had the unsurpassed 
joy of being your Pastor. Fresh from Bible College with virtually no experience un-
der my belt, the good and godly folks at Ballee were willing to take me on …!  And 
I’m forever thankful to God for that. Those were special days, incredibly blessed 
days. Days when God often came among us and lifted us to a new level in our 
relationship with Himself.

The memories flood back – so many that it’s impossible to outline them all in a rela-
tively brief article like this … I think of the amazing Friday evening Prayer Meetings 
when people packed the wee hall at the back of the church and where tears were 
often shed as brothers and sisters pleaded with God for their families and friends 
… then there were the half night prayer meetings – almost unheard of in today’s 
evangelical culture … these were rugged pilgrims, colourful characters, who knew 

BALLEE REVISITED …
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God intimately and who stormed the gates of glory.  To this day, some of their voices 
echo in my heart. I can hear them as I pen these words.

The Tuesday evening Bible class saw enormous growth week on week as, again, the 
hall was packed with those hungry to hear the living Word of God. People from other 
churches in the town were regular visitors and, as a result, a number of them were 
baptised and later joined the fellowship at Ballee. One such brother, Ronnie Linton, 
went on to become an elder.

The first ever Weekend Missionary Conference was held with, I think, Victor Maxwell 
and José (from the Acre in Brazil) … and, praise God, that’s been an annual fea-
ture ever since in Ballee. We had wonderful times of blessing with special ministry 
meetings conducted by Willie Mullan and Jim Irvine as well as a Gospel Mission with 
Hamilton Moore. Each of these special events were designed to advance the cause 
of the Kingdom throughout the area as well as reaching out to the regions beyond.

I well recall the Sunday when we had a gift day in 
order to purchase the land on which the present build-
ings exist – just what we needed was raised in a sin-
gle offering … from memory, it was around the £3,750 
mark (a lot of money back in the late 70's) – there 
were scenes of great rejoicing and thanksgiving to the 
Lord for His evident goodness to the congregation. 

And, it wasn’t long after that, when we built the first 
extension to the wooden structure … and inserted 
into it a baptismal tank! Blessed times. On that note, 
because Ballee had no facility up to then, the first 
couple of Baptismal Services we did were held in 
the Dunseverick Baptist Church … my first one led 
to around 20 believers obeying the Lord Jesus in this 
way.  A great night!

Let me say this in closing: Lois and I have many fond and treasured memories of 
our time in Ballee. You folks are truly ‘the salt of the earth’ and we’ve followed with 
prayerful interest all that has happened down the decades. May you continue to know 
an outpouring of God’s Spirit on all that you do in years to come so that Numbers 6v 
24-26 is a glorious reality in your midst. To God be the glory!

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:
The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.

Sam Gordon

Pastor Sam Gordon with Pastor 
Willie Mullan
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RECORDING MINISTRY 
COMMENCED AUGUST 1980

It was around 1980 that Tom 
McGrath had a vision for starting 
what was called the Tape Ministry 
in Ballee Baptist Church.  The meet-
ings were being held in the wood-
en building at that time. Tom had 
recorded a few services just for his 
own use in 1979 on a tape record-
er sitting on the seat beside him.He 
thought it would be great if we could 
produce the sermons on tape and 
distribute them to those who could 
not attend the meetings so they 
would be able to hear them in their 
own homes. The idea was approved 

by Oversight.  Tom believed that if a job’s worth doing, it’s worth doing right, and so 
he realised that he would need a proper setup with proper equipment to be able to 
record the meetings in the highest possible quality. There was little money about at 
the time and so in order to fund the initial investment he went to Nicholl’s and traded 
in his pedal steel guitar and Fender amplifier to purchase the equipment needed to 
get started. 

For live recording and editing he bought a Tascam 32B open 
reel machine. For making the master cassette he bought a 
Tascam 112R MKII cassette deck.  Editing was done using 
a blade and physically cutting and splicing the tape. For cop-
ying he bought 2 Teac decks so he could copy 2 cassettes 

from the master once it was produced. 
Copies had to be run in real time so it 
took over an hour to make 2 copies of one 
sermon. He bought 2 AKG D190 microphones; one for the pulpit 
and one to pick up the congregational singing.  Once copied, the 
sleeves for the cassette boxes had to be cut and hand written, 
then folded and inserted. Both Tom and Kathleen spent many 
hours each week preparing these tapes.  Because the Tascam 
open reel machine was used for both recording and editing,  Tom 
would transport this machine back and forth to church for each 
service; twice on a Sunday and each Tuesday night for the Bible 
Study. 

Tascam 32B

Tascam 112R MkII

AKG D190. Microphone

 Ian and Linda Cameron with Tom McGrath

By Ian Calderwood & Tom McGrath
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When editing the services, Tom’s attention to detail was such that he would have 
removed coughs or mistakes so that the end production was as good as it could be. 
During Pastor Ward’s time at Ballee he once got his words mixed up when doing the 
scripture reading. The words of one particular passage were all there but in the wrong 
order. Tom cut and spliced this and made it perfect. Pastor Ward is quoted as telling 
someone that Tom McGrath had more control over his voice than he had himself!

It is worth noting that any churches that were recording their services were usually 
just using a cassette recorder (and that meant you missed all the speaking during the 
time it took the tape to change from side A to side B).  Most churches were also just 
making straight copies of this recording therefore doing no editing; indeed many still 
do this today. Meanwhile Tom, from the very start, was producing high quality record-
ings with nothing missing, no gaps, no coughs and no mistakes if they could at all be 
corrected.  Tapes were charged at £1.50 to purchase or 50p to loan.  For those who 
were ill or unable to attend there was no charge. 

In the early days, Diane McKay distributed the tapes to all who could not attend. After 
the McKays moved to London, Frances Smyth took over this part of the work. Today 
this is still carried on by Alex Kinghorn.  Others such as Robert Craig and Martin 
Campbell assisted in this ministry in the early years. 

When the next church building was opened in 1982, a recording room was at the front 
left corner of the church.  A window looked out across the pulpit.  There was now a 
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requirement for amplification within the church itself and so from this room both the 
recording and the church sound was controlled.  There were now two AKG D190 
mics mounted on the walls to pick up congregational singing and 2 more at the 
pulpit. There were 2 wall mounted speakers in the main body of the church.  These 
speakers were running off a domestic amplifier, much like one that would have 
been part of a hi fi system in your house at the time. 

When the church was built there was a cable put in place 
from the new building over to the old wooden building in 
the event of it being needed as an overflow.  As the years 
went by, a new Otari high speed copier was purchased 
so that now 2 cassettes could be copied in around 7 min-
utes.  Cassettes were bought in bulk and were each 50 
minutes long. Services were edited to 50 minutes each 
so that Sunday morning and evening could go on one 
cassette. Cassettes could be reused but needed to be wiped first.  To do this each 
cassette had to be placed on a demagnetiser and rotated for several 
seconds  . . .  this erased all the previous recording and left it blank. 

When the church was burned in 1993, any sound equipment that was there was 
destroyed, although because Tom used his open reel recording machine for edit-
ing at home, the loss was limited to one small mixer, 4 microphones, a couple of 
speakers and some stands.  The following week, at the meetings now being held 
in the church hall, recording continued as normal using Tom’s open reel machine 

      Otari Hi Speed Copier

Extracts of the meticulous records from the tape ministry
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and some borrowed equipment, kindly lent to us by Brian Rainey of Nicholl Bros.

When the current church building was opened in 1996 a complete new system was 
in place. The recording room was placed at the back left corner.  It was after the 
new church opened that Tom McGrath asked me if I would be interested in helping 
him with this ministry.  I agreed and that began my involvement.  We were also 
joined by John McCartney some time later and so the team began to grow.  Over 
the years that followed many others joined the team and were trained to help out 
with the recording ministry. We recorded servic-
es on a rota, but all editing and duplication was 
still done by Tom and Kathleen. 

Regarding equipment in the new church, a 16 
channel Samson mixing desk was donated by 
Richard Magowan.  Services were now being 
recorded on a Sony DAT recorder which used 
small digital audio tapes. These were then tak-
en home and edited using Tom’s own DAT ma-
chine before being duplicated onto cassettes. Of 
course we always had a backup recording system in case one should fail, so we 
backed up onto dual recording audio cassette deck as well as still using a reel to 
reel machine as further backup.  Tape sleeves were now being printed by Tom us-
ing his computer, but still had to be trimmed and folded.  Some years later a newer 
tape duplicator meant that 8 tapes could now be copied in around 7 minutes.  A 
larger demagnetiser drawer meant several tapes could be wiped at once.  Tom and 
Kathleen were by now producing about 40 copies of each Sunday’s services as 
well as about 45 copies of each Tuesday night Bible study.

Over the years various items were renewed and additional bits and pieces added 
to improve quality or expand our capabilities.  Some examples of these were in 
2005 when we installed additional speakers in the gallery as the existing speakers 
at that time didn’t reach into the gallery sufficiently.  At that time it was becoming 
more common for singers to turn up with backing tracks on CD and mini disc so we 
installed a new CD/Mini disc playback deck.  Singers were also requiring monitor 
speakers to hear their backing tracks so we purchased these as well.  We upgrad-
ed the mixing desk to a new 24 channel desk to make things easier as more and 
more was being required of the mixing desk.  

Many late nights were spent in the church as we made all of these upgrades and 
installed new wiring etc as required. 

Also in 2005 we felt the need to move away from cassettes and move towards 
CDs. Many cars no longer had tape players and so demand was increasing for the 
services on CD. Also by this time Robert Andrews was now attending the church 

     Samson 16 channel desk



22

and had joined our 
team, so with his 
help and advice, we 
invested in a new 
Tascam CDRW750 
CD recording deck 
and began record-
ing onto CD. Editing 
was then done on 
computer and Ado-
be Audition 1.5 was 
the chosen software 
for editing and burn-
ing the master CD.

This was the first time we could edit being able 
to see the sound wave as well as hearing it. This 
made editing a lot easier! 

A Primera Bravo II Disc Publisher was bought 
and this machine burned the message onto 
the CD before printing it. It held 50 CDs and 
produced around 10 - 12 CDs per hour ready 
to be packed. CDs became available in De-
cember 2005 and tape production stopped 
shortly afterwards. With the move to CDs, we 
did away with the charge that was in place for 
tape orders and decided that all CDs would be 
handed out free of charge. The church over-
sight viewed this as an effective outreach tool and so it should be free to all who 
wanted it whether for themselves or to give as outreach to others. 

Around this same time Tom was also preparing radio edits of our Sunday morning 
services for 7FM who would broadcast these on a Sunday morning. These had to 
be specifically 45 minutes long and so had to be carefully edited to achieve this 
target. 7FM would have taken our CD and done their own editing to meet their 
standards but we decided that we would rather be in control of the final edit that 
would be broadcast ourselves. 

In February 2007 Tom decided to retire from the ministry. I spent a few evenings 
with Tom at his house getting training on all that was involved with the editing and 
duplication as well as the distribution of the CDs. A bedroom at our house was con-
verted to an office, I bought a new computer as the one I had wouldn’t have been 
sufficient to run the editing software, and the duplication equipment was moved in 
March/April of 2007. Although I had been involved in the recording and sound en-

       Primera Bravo 2 Disc Publisher

          Tascam CDRW750
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gineering side of this work for about 10 years at this stage, it was with a lot of fear 
that I took over this part of the work from Tom & Kathleen. Could I keep up to the 
constant editing and duplication 52 weeks a year? Could I ever do as good a job 
as Tom did with the editing and mastering? It was definitely a very high standard 
to try to live up to!

CD production was now at minimum 120 per week and some weeks a lot more 
depending on ad hoc orders. By the beginning of 2008 the Primera machine had 
produced around 12,000 CDs and was beginning to give a lot of trouble. A new 
MF Digital Scribe 9602 machine was bought and this machine could hold up to 
300 CDs. It burned 2 CDs simultaneously be-
fore printing them and leaving them ready for 
packing. This machine would produce about 
20-25 CDs per hour ready for packing. Also 
in 2008 we put out the offer for anyone who 
wanted to have the sermons on MP3 format 
to speak to us. There would be many possi-
bilities, from a CD with many MP3 sermons 
on it, to a USB stick with a complete bible 
study series on it and so on. Some people did 
avail of this but many seemed to still prefer to 
have a CD!

In 2009 I began to work on making our sermons available to listen to online. I was 
at the same time revising the church website and so was able to incorporate this 
into the functionality. So once I had edited the service to make the master CD, I 
would also save an MP3 copy of the sermon and upload this to our website so it 
could be listened to online or downloaded to your computer or device. This proved 
very popular indeed. 

Services were still being edited for 7FM and at this stage Nigel Kernohan who was 
already part of the team took on the role of ‘radio editor’ and he supplied these ed-
ited services to 7FM for broadcast.  Also in 2009 we installed new speakers in the 
church which improved overall clarity and sound quality. We also installed hanging 
choir microphones over the platform area. These proved particularly useful straight 
away with any choir and with events like the Cantata.  

With a large crowd anticipated for the funeral of Rhonda McCalmont in December 
2009, we borrowed equipment and set up a video relay to the church hall. This was 
only a temporary setup.  2010 was the first year we hosted the Festival of Male 
Voice Praise. The choir were suitably impressed with how they were catered for 
and with the sound quality at this event. A special recording was required as it is 
their practice to sell the recordings of the festival, so we duly obliged in this too and 
mastering and duplication was done in the days following the event. 

        MF Digital Scribe 9602
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2010 was also a year of big 
change for the team as we 
were requested by Over-
sight to provide visual fa-
cilities. This would include 
a fixed installation of a pro-
jector and screen as well 
as computers and a lot of 
cabling. There was also 
the small matter of the en-
tire hymn book having to be 
typed up and entered into 
a program called EasyWor-
ship so that we could dis-

play the hymns in the church. A major redesign and refit was done in the recording 
room and a lot of electrical rewiring too. All new equipment was purchased and 
installed and the visual system was up and running by the Autumn of 2010. Sharon 
Andrews is to be commended for taking on the task of getting the whole hymn book 
typed up and into EasyWorship. This was completed in the following months and 
continues to be used at just about every service held in the church. 

Throughout 2011, in order to carry out the growing list of tasks to be done at each 
and every service, more staff were added to what was now referred to as the Audio 
Visual Team.  By 2011 we were continually borrowing more and more equipment 
when any special event was taking place or when particular facilities were required. 
We must pay tribute to team member Robert Andrews who, because he is in the 
audio visual line of work, always has what we need and is always willing to bring 
additional equipment along as and when required. 

In 2011 we expanded our range of microphones buying 5 Neumann KMS105 mics 
and 5 AKG Perception 170 mics as well as mic stands and a range of additional 
cables.We also upgraded to a new 32 channel mixing desk with an additional 6 
channel sub desk. 
2011 also saw the first live link with our missionaries as part of the Missionary 
Weekend in February. With audio visual equipment now in place we were able to 
have a video call with our missionaries via Skype. We used a telephone interface 
unit which basically links our phone line to our sound system. This meant we were 
able to make a phone call and have it picked up by the Pastor in the pulpit while the 
entire church could hear the conversation through the sound system. Voice quality 
was far better via the phone line than via Skype so we used the combination for 
best results. 

Also in 2011 I decided that it was not really sensible that I was the only one who 
knew how the editing and duplication part of the ministry was all done. I couldn’t 
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help but think if I was laid aside for any reason, it would interrupt production and 
would place the team under pressure to try to fill in. I decided that it would be easier 
to train others and have more involved in this side of the work if it was done in the 
church. Throughout 2012 an additional room was refitted in the church and equip-
ment was gradually moved from my house and setup there. New equipment was 
also purchased at this time. 

The MF Digital machine had now produced over 
30,000 CDs and was starting to give a lot of trouble. 
We decided that rather than investing in a new robot-
ic machine such as this was, we would purchase a 
Yurex Mantrajet 1100CD printer and 3 CD/DVD Du-
plicator Towers. The idea with this was that we could 
produce a large number of CDs more quickly this 
way, by running a quick print run and then burning 
up to 30 CDs at once … burning these in under 4 
minutes. 

By mid 2013 we had this new editing and 
duplication facility fully up and running 
and more staff were able to be trained or 
at least made more aware of what was in-
volved and what needed to keep produc-
tion going.

The next development came along in 2014 
when we decided it was time to change our 
online platform from hosting our sermons 
on our own website to using SermonAudio … a more universal and user friendly 
platform that was used and had been tried and tested by many other churches.  At 
this time we were joined by Darren Thompson who already knew all about Sermo-
nAudio, how it worked and all that was required to use it as our online platform and 
so he duly took on this responsibility. We uploaded the first sermon to SermonAu-
dio on 20 October 2014 and because of the detailed reporting available through 
SermonAudio we could see that we had a global audience straight away! 

The Christmas Cantata 2015 saw us trial a live video webcast for the first time. 
We had 162 viewers on the Saturday night and 174 on the Sunday night. We were 
the largest broadcaster (worldwide) on the Saturday night and were in the top 4 on 
Sunday night. This was extremely encouraging considering we were not an estab-
lished live broadcaster. The equipment used for this was borrowed and temporary, 
so this did not remain in place. 

In 2015 we installed audio visual equipment in both rooms upstairs and put in 
place a permanent video relay from the main church building. This meant those 

        Yurex Mantrajet 1100
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in creche could watch the service and also meant that in the event of an overflow 
being required, everything was in place to do so. The funeral of Karla Cameron in 
February 2016 saw our facilities filled to capacity and so the video relays to both 
upstairs room proved an excellent facility. 

In March 2016 we once again set up temporary equipment and the Easter week of 
meetings was broadcast by live video webcast.  By 2017 our CD recorder was be-
coming very unreliable and was failing more and more often. We did not miss any 
recordings because we always have backup 
systems recording. We replaced the CD record-
er with a Denon DN-500R solid state recorder 
that records to both SD card and USB stick si-
multaneously. 2017 also saw us providing audio 
visual facilities for an off site mission held in Cullybackey College. So that we were 
self sufficient and not having to use the school sound desk, etc we purchased our 
own portable system and used this each evening. This system is also an asset that 
can be used outside for Holiday Bible Club and any other event where portable 
sound is required. 

With more and more requests for a live webcast of our services, we installed some 
equipment and trialled this throughout the Easter week of meetings in March 2018. 
We continued the trial over the following months and with so much positive feed-
back, approval was passed by Oversight to continue this on a permanent basis for 
all church services.  This is proving to be greatly appreciated by those who cannot 
attend the meetings for whatever reason, by our missionary family and even for 
those on holidays who are able to tune in to watch live from anywhere in the world.

With live webcasting and all services available to watch or listen to online at any 
time, we see demand for CDs slowly beginning to reduce. We are still produc-
ing around 70-80 CDs per week but we would envisage this number to gradually 
reduce over the next few years as more and more people choose to access the 
sermons online. Presently, as we write this in October 2018, we have almost 750 
sermons available online and our sermons have had over 29,000 downloads. Be-
ing a more recent addition we have just over 50 videos available online and from 
these we have already had almost 1900 video downloads.Some new cars are now 
coming with no CD player and we have already been asked to put MP3 files on 
USB stick for listening to in cars. As always, if the listener requires our services in a 
new format, and we can supply it, then we will be happy to oblige. 

Many people have assisted in the work of the Tape Ministry and Audio Visual Team 
over the years and now in 2018 we have a dedicated team of 14 staff. Demand 
seems to keep growing for different facilities throughout the whole church site.  
Over the years things keep changing and evolving. We continually try to keep up 
with technical changes and advances, providing the facilities that people require in 

     Denon DN-500R



The sound desk and recording equipment we have today

all areas of the ministry at Ballee.

Since it began in 1980, this area of the work has been going 52 weeks a year.  
Recordings have to be made of every service.  Editing, copying and distribution 
has to be done each week.  We must pay tribute to Tom and Kathleen McGrath for 
27 years of dedication to the tape ministry in Ballee Baptist Church and of course 
for the vision to start this work for the Lord. Tom’s attention to detail and his belief 
that nothing less than the very best would do for this part of the Lord’s work has 
been the foundation this particular ministry was built on.  I count it a privilege to 
have been trained by Tom and to have been involved in this ministry for the past 
20 years. 

We look to the Lord for His help and guidance for the years ahead.  For all the 
tapes, CDs, MP3s as well as video and audio downloads that are around the world, 
our motto verse remains the same … 

Isaiah 55:11 “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.



Pastor Geoffrey Ward with his wife Brenda and daughters Susan & Sharon

From 23rd March to13th April 1980 a further gospel mission was held at the Toome 
Road. The Speakers were Pastor Willie Mullan and Mr Geoffrey Ward, both from 
Lurgan Baptist Church.  

This proved to be very profitable for sinner and saint alike.  At a special Church 
Meeting on 17th April, the Church sent a unanimous call to Mr Ward to be their 
Pastor.  Pastor Ward accepted the call, left his employment in the Post Office and 
was inducted as Pastor on 2nd August 1980.

PASTOR GEOFFREY WARD
2ND OCTOBER 1980
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NEW CHURCH BUILDING OPENED 
MAY 1982

On 1st October 1980 work commenced on the new Church. Over the following 20 
months to 1st May 1982, many of the Church members gave freely of their time 
and skills to build the new Church. 

We cannot mention them all by name but we must mention some for their great 
commitment; Robert Cameron, the late Cecil Scott (Pastor Ward’s father-in-law), 
Billy Colville, Tommy Rea and the late Robert Craig. 

The new Church valued at £130,000 was built, furnished and opened on 1st May 
1982 at a cost of £65,000.  The late Mrs Lily Wharry, a senior member of the 
assembly,  performed the official opening and the late Pastor James Irvine, New-
castle was the guest speaker on that memorable occasion. 

At the end of 1983 a new manse was purchased at 17 Ballee Road West, Bally-
mena and the property at 6 Rowallane Drive was sold.

A Gospel Mission followed until 28th May 1982 . Pastor Jackie Hughes (then Co-
agh Baptist Church) was the preacher. God was in the midst in salvation blessing.
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An invitation for the opening of the new 
church building
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Above (left to right) S Carson, J Irvine, K Maxwell, G Ward (pastor), J Hughes, S Gordon, R Cameron (secretary)

Below: (back row) J. Robinson, R. Linton, D. Mitchell, J. Stevenson, R. Craig.
 (front) R.McMaster. R. Herbison, Pastor Ward, R.Cameron, J. Livingstone, and W. Kirk



Mr Robert Cameron with Pastor Ward presenting a Bible to Mr Cecil Scott for his dedication and work 
on the new church building

Ken Maxwell, Pastor Howard McNally, Albert Gilpin, Graham Anderson & Pastor Jack Hughes.



The New Church Building - Arrangements for The Opening
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A large turnout at the opening of the new church building.

   The Catering Commitee 1982
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Tea was 
served in the 
old church 
building
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Mr & Mrs Sandy Spence , Mrs Wharry and Pastor Ward at the opening of the new Church 
Building

The old original church building along side the new building.
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During the month of March 1985 the late Mr Ivan Thompson, Belfast, was the guest 
speaker at a further Gospel Mission when many souls found the Saviour. 

In April 1987 Pastor Ward accepted a call to Kilkeel 
Baptist Church, Co. Down. During his six and three 
quarter years in Ballee the Lord blessed his ministry 
in the salvation of precious souls and growth in the 
Church. 

At a special Church meeting on 26th October 1987, 
it was agreed to proceed with plans for the building 
of a new Church Hall to replace the first building 
erected on the site. 

At that meeting the contract was given to Mr Victor 
Gordon, Builder. The Hall was completed and the 
official opening took place on Saturday 1st Octo-
ber 1988. Mr Wilson McKeown, a senior member, 
turned the key in what was to be another new chap-
ter of the work at Ballee. The guest speakers on that occasion were Pastor G. Ward 
and Pastor H. Chambers.

NEW CHURCH HALL OPENED
1988

James Anderson, Victor Gordon and 
Wilson McKeown
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Opening of the Minor Hall in October 1988
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Since retirement I have had numerous opportunities to min-
ister God's word and preach the gospel in many churches 
across our province. A question I am often asked is: How 
many churches have you pastored and where did your minis-
try begin? It always gives me great pleasure when answering 
that question by saying, my ministry began in Ballee Baptist 
Church,Toome Road, Ballymena. As you celebrate your 50th 
anniversary I count it an honour to have served the Lord as 
your Pastor from 1980 -1987. 

As a young man starting in his first church so much was new to me, like preparing 
four or five new sermons each week, visiting the sick, chairing office-bearers meet-
ings, not to mention the commencement of the erection of a new church building 
just a few weeks after I arrived. 

As I look back I am thankful to God for all the love, patience and encouragement 
you gave me, not only in those early days but right throughout the years that 
my family and I were with you. So how did all this come about? The first time I 
preached at Ballee was when the then Pastor Sam Gordon asked me to preach on 
a Sunday he was at another church. 

A short time after this Pastor Gordon accepted a call to Limavady and in the vacan-
cy the late Robert Cameron asked me to take a number of Sunday services. On 
one of these Sunday's the late Matthew Calderwood asked me if I would consider 
coming to Ballee as the Pastor. I told Mr Calderwood that if the church invited me 
to come I would certainly give this matter my prayerful attention. Just at that time 
in the spring of 1980 a gospel mission had been arranged and I had been asked to 
share the mission with the late Pastor Willie Mullan.

The mission turned out to be a blessed time, the building was full each night and 
quite a number of souls came to the Lord. About two weeks after the mission end-
ed I received a letter from Robert Cameron on behalf of the church inviting me to 
become the Pastor of the fellowship. Believing this to be God's will for my life, I 
accepted. 

At the end of July that same year the furniture van arrived at the Ward's house in 
Lurgan. With my wife Brenda and our two daughters, Susan aged nine and Sharon 
aged six we left Lurgan to come to 6 Rowallane Drive, Ballymena to begin a new 
venture in our life. As we look back, we as a family are thankful to God for bringing 
us to Ballee. We enjoyed much blessing there for which we are thankful to God. 

SINCE RETIREMENT 
By Geoffrey Ward



We learned many lessons and made many friends. We came to a people who 
loved us, provided for us and who gave us their full support all the time we were 
there. There are many precious memories we have of Ballee in my time there, 
space would never allow me to mention all of them, but here are a few:

• I will always remember Matthew Calderwood's prayers. I have never heard 
anyone before or since pray like this man. When Matthew prayed you knew 
you were in God's presence.

 
• The building of the new church which was opened in 1982. I think that every 

person who belonged to the church was involved in that building. The day it 
was opened in May, what a great day that was; from a wooden but to a real 
modern building. 

• The tent mission in Davey Logan's field in Cullybackey when the tent was filled 
each night to overflowing and the precious souls that came to Christ. These 
are just a few of many precious memories. 

On this 50th anniversary we feel so privileged to have played even a small part in 
this great work. Ballee Baptist Church will always have a special place in our heart. 

'We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;' 
1Thessalonians 1 v 2. 

The Elders and Deacons, 1988 
(L to R) I.Bankhead; R. Cameron; R. Herbison; J.Robinson; R. Linton;

J. Stevenson; D. Shaw; J. Livingstone and A Calderwood



FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP
FROM THE PAST
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On 4th July 1988 a unanimous call was sent from a special Church meeting to Mr 
Lawrence Kennedy of Belfast to take up the Pastorate at Ballee. In the weeks to 
follow this call was prayerfully considered in the Kennedy home and in September 
the Church received a letter of acceptance from him. Mr Kennedy left his good 
position in the Bank and his induction Service was held in Ballee on Saturday 3rd 
December.  The guest speakers were Pastor Victor Maxwell, Templemore Hall, 
Belfast and Rev Tom Shaw, Ballycraigy Congregational Church.

PASTOR LAWRENCE KENNEDY
3RD DECEMBER 1988
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Pastor Kennedy with his wife Lesley and their family Geoffrey, Deborah and Naomi.
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CHURCH DESTROYED BY FIRE
1ST OCTOBER 1993

Friday morning 1st October 1993 was a morning we will never forget. Many of 
us were awakened out of sleep at 4am to receive the news that our Church 
building was on fire. Mr John Stewart of Toome Road had seen the fire and 
alerted the Fire Service. We could do little as the fire was at such an advanced 
stage. The building was reduced to ruins.

As daylight broke we were faced with the awful reality that our Church and bus 
were destroyed.  The Pastor led a very quiet tearful group of men in prayer and 
committed the days ahead to God.
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 Everything was destroyed except the Bible on the pulpit
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Richard Magowan died on 22nd March 1998

In due course it was decided to remove the old walls, clear the site and build a new 
and bigger Church building,  The plans were drawn up by Mr Jim Anderson, Archi-
tect, Ballymena. The contract was awarded to Mr Victor Gordon at the 
Annual Business Meeting in February 1995. 
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NEW CHURCH BUILDING
OPENED 1ST JUNE 1996

An artists impression of how the new 
church building would look
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The official opening:  Left to right. Rev Ronnie McCracken, Pastor L. Kennedy, Mr R. Cameron, Mr V. 
Gordon, Mr D. Mitchell, Mr J. Anderson  

The new Church building was completed and opened on 
Saturday 1st June 1996 by Mr Robert Cameron, Elder. This 
began another chapter in the work at Toome Road.  We lift 
our hearts and voices in praise and thanks to the One who 
is worthy of all our Praise. 

To God be the glory great things He hath done!
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Part of the congregation who attended the opening service
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My connection with Ballee Baptist Church actu-
aly began in 1991 when as a student at Belfast 
Bible College I received an invitation to speak at 
the Youth Fellowship Meeting.  It was to be  the 
first visit of many to both Ballee Baptist and also 
to the Carson family home.

My friendship at college with Agnes Carson 
flourished and we both experienced a calling 

from God to serve him in Brazil.  We were later married in Ballee in July 1993.  God 
does indeed move in mysterious ways.   

I became a member of Ballee Baptist in 1993 whilst also gaining experience in pas-
toral work there. We were commissioned at Ballee Baptist and sent to Brazil under 
the auspices of the ACRE Gospel Mission in October 1995.

During our 10 years in Brazil serving the Lord 
in a church planting role, the Lord graciously 
added to the church and to our family with 
the birth of Sarah and Rebekah.  We main-
tained our link with Ballee Baptist through 
the churches prayerful and financial support 
of our ministry. We had 3 volunteer outreach 
teams come out from Ballee and they en-
hanced the evangelistic work and  fellowship 
with the local Brazilian believers in Santa 
Cruz. 

 In 2005 I was approached by the Oversight at Ballee Baptist about taking up the 
role of Assistant Pastor, working alongside Pastor Kennedy.  After prayerful con-
sideration Agnes and myself received assurance from God's word in Psalm 32 v 8, 
that this was His good and perfect will.

My ministry commenced in September 2005 and continued until my call to Dun-
severick Baptist Church in September 2016.  During these years, I had the pleasure 
of sharing in the Pastoral ministry alongside Pastor Kennedy in visitation, preach-
ing, teaching, praying and other duties.

It was a joy as Youth Co-ordinator to be part of the SALT Committee, although 
my role was more in an advisory capacity.  Seeing and sharing in the vision of the 

PASTOR BILLY & AGNES JONES
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young people, seeing the chil-
dren and youth of Ballee grow in 
Grace and seeing the Lord bless 
in all the ministries such as the 
Sunday School, SNYC, GNC, 
HBC, 5 Day Clubs, did my soul 
good. 

As Youth Co-ordinator I, along 
with the Oversight, department 
leaders and workers developed 
and implimented the Child Pro-
tection procedures according to 
legislation making Ballee a safe and sound place to work with children and vunera-
ble adults. 

The Adult Bible Class was a real challenge yet a great joy as I not only led and pre-
pared a bible study each week but chaired the many discussions that we enjoyed 
during those classes.

The Men's Fellowship started with the vision of Wilson Burgess, Sid Campbell, 
Mervyn McMullan, David Mitchell and later Wesley Coulter.  It was a great opportu-
nity to share with the men and  proved to be a time of great fellowship and friendship 
amongst the men.

The Outreach Team at that time, led by Sam McCaughey and then Bertie McCord 
was an opportunity to go door to door into our community.  As well as presenting the 
gospel to people who were unsaved it also was used of the Lord to encourage many 
discouraged believers.

All preachers love to share in the spiritual harvest of souls and over the years there 
were a number of conversions amongst adults, teens and children, for which we 
give God the glory.  Brothers and sisters in Christ were also encouraged through 
the word.

In Exodus 17 v 8 - 16 we find the story of Joshua in a battle against the Amalakites 
in the valley and Moses along with Aaron and Hur interceeding on his behalf on the 
hillside.  Remember how old Moses' arms got heavy and weary and Aaron and Hur 
held his hands up until victory was won.  It is a picture of the church . . . whilst it may 
be a Pastor, Preacher, Sunday School Teacher or Missionary down in the valley fac-
ing the enemy in battle, he is not alone but is supported by others interceeding on 
his behalf.  What a blessing and strength it was and continues to be to me and my 
family to know that people in Ballee were and are continuing to pray for us.

Congratulations to all associated with Ballee and to God be the glory for the 
ongoing witness of the Assembly over the last 50 years.

Pastor Billy Jones, Victor Maxwell, Tom Geddis, Pastor 
Kennedy & David Mitchell
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Home is that place where you can return to and feel as though 
you have never been away.  It’s that place were love never 
fades, where the welcome is unconditional, where family ties 
are enduring.  

It all began in January of 1984 as I walked into a car showroom 
thinking of changing my car, little did I know that I would get a 
wife, for it was there that I meet this beautiful young Christian 
girl called Heather Campbell.  We started dating and it tran-
spired that she was a member of Ballee Baptist Church, a fellowship I knew well 
as I had sung in it many a time as member of Castlegore Young People's Choir.  

I started attending the Bible studies with Heather under the ministry of Pastor Ward 
and my love for this fellowship of God’s people began to grow.  In 1986 Heather 
and I were married and we began our married life in Moorfields where I lived and 
attended the Presbyterian Church which was my home church.  However there 
was a spiritual battle going on in our lives, for our hearts were in Ballee.  

Three years into our marriage it came to a head and both Heather and myself 
knew that the Lord was leading us back to Ballee Baptist.  I got in contact with 
Pastor Kennedy who had just been appointed to the Pastorate unaware of the 
friendship that would grow out of that first meeting.  Heather and I began attending 
some of the services and it became very clear to us that the Lord was leading us 
back to Ballee Baptist, so we came into membership and Heather returned to her 
spiritual home and I for the first time had found mine.  Our souls thrived under the 
ministry of God’s Word, and as a family we knew the blessing of the Lord.  

Later I was privileged to serve the Lord as a deacon, but in 1991 Heather and I 
heard the call of God to fulltime ministry and we began to attend Belfast Bible Col-
lege.  At the end of that time I was asked by the Elders if I would spend a year as 
the Pastor’s Assistant.  This turned out to be one of the greatest blessings of my 
life as well as a steep learning curve as Pastor Kennedy took very seriously the 
challenge of mentoring me in all aspects of pastoral ministry. 

I will always be very grateful to Pastor Kennedy, the Oversight and the congrega-
tion for their patience and encouragement during this time of training which has 
stood me in good stead over 24 years in ministry.  

In 1994 I received a call to the pastorate of Larne Mission Hall where Heather and 
I served the Lord for 4 years, then the Lord called us to Monkstown Baptist Church 
where we ministered for 15 years before moving to Limavady Baptist Church 
where we have currently been in God’s service for the past 5 years.  

ALAN & HEATHER HOEY

Pastor Billy Jones, Victor Maxwell, Tom Geddis, Pastor 
Kennedy & David Mitchell
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Heather and I owe so much to God’s people at Ballee, we know that we are 
prayed for every day and the love and care that is lavished upon us each time we 
return reminds us that no matter how far we travel, there’s no place like home!  

The Psalmist says in Psalm 145 v 3 'Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
and His greatness is unsearchable.' Heather and I came to know the truth of 
those words through the ministry of Pastor Kennedy and support of God’s people 
in Ballee Baptist Church which is why it will always hold a special place in our 
hearts.

                                                                                        Alan and Heather Hoey 
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Joe was born on 20 October 1944, and was the youngest 
of a family of 5, 4 boys and 1 girl, born to Samuel and Eliz-
abeth Stevenson. He was only 26 when his father died in 
May 1971. He continued to live with his mother at 6 Galgorm 
Street, Ballymena. His mother died on the 16 August 1999 
and his brother Desmond died on the 12 February 2000.

Joe was closest to his sister Dora, who lives near the family 
home with her husband James. One of Joe’s brothers, Billy is 
in Rose Martha Nursing Home and his other brother, Cecil lives in Leeds.

Joe was saved at a gospel mission conducted Pastor Fred Henry in the Ross Or-
ange Hall in 1968 (aged 24). He joined Ballee Baptist on 12 January 1969 and 
devoted his life to the church. He was first elected deacon on 9 January 1971, 
and served in that role from then to his home call, with the exception of two short 
breaks.

On one occasion when giving advice to a lady about churches, Joe was heard to 
say 'You will not find the perfect church, but Ballee is the nearest thing you’ll find 
too it!'

We could use many words to describe Joe, some of them would be – friendly, hos-
pitable, honest, straight, faithful, generous and funny. He took many that he met in 
the town for coffee, or delivered fish suppers to those who were unwell.

Joe will be hard to replace. You would have often found him in the church on Sun-
day mornings from 9:00am onwards, or painting the fence on a weekday morning 
at 7:00am.

Joe was taken into Antrim Hospital on Sunday 10 July 2016, and passed away on 
Friday evening 15 July. His funeral service was held in Ballee on Tuesday 19 July. 
The respect and affection in which he was held was shown by the huge crowd that 
attended. Pastor Jones led in prayer and read the scriptures. A tribute was paid by 
Brother Auldwyn Calderwood, who joined Ballee in membership with Joe in Janu-
ary 1969. 

Pastor Kennedy used Joe's window cleaning occupation in the gospel message as 
we looked through some of Joe’s 'windows of life':

1.  The window of the soul – very dirty – Romans 3 v 23 – “all have sinned...”

A TRIBUTE TO A DEAR BROTHER
JOE STEVENSON



No fancy words were on his lips, 
No fancy goods, no shiny bits. 
The rough and ready you might say 
But how we miss this man today.
 
His car no longer sits alone 
Across the road, in plot its own; 
With ladders tied upon the roof 
No normal space was big enough.
 
At church he’d always be on time; 
Not turning up, would be a crime. 
Unlock the doors and wide the gates 
Dependable Joe was his big trait. 

And then inside a light goes on; 
You daren't turn on ‘No more than one! 
Don’t waste the light and heat he’d say, 
We’ll save it for another day.
 
His manner oft’ misunderstood, 
But from his heart flowed only good; 
When at the door, you’d hear him say 
What’s your name? and Where ye fray? 

And who will ever fill his shoes, 
And who will straighten books in pews! 
We all will miss that kindly face, 
The one who always took his place. 

2.  The window of his salvation – the finished work of Calvary
3.  The window of service – Joe’s love for God, God’s people and the work of   
God
4.  The window of satisfaction – At Home with The Lord

It was a joy and privilege for us all to have known and served with Joe. We extend our 
sincerest sympathy to the Stevenson family and continue to remember them in prayer 
and we salute his faithfulness, his courage and his memory.

David Mitchell

Why did we often fail to see 
The pearl he was to you and me; 
The quips, the moments we all spent 
But always knew, the best was meant. 

The market place he’d always be 
In sun or rain, in calm or breeze. 
As work for God was on his mind, 
He tried to reach the spiritual blind. 

He gave the ‘All’, he had to give, 
He lived the life, that we should live.
To feed a friend, to help a need -  
No self, No comfort, No gold, No greed! 

But God has called His servant home 
To hear those words "my son well done!' 
His ladders down a final time 
Wee Joe now climbs in heights sublime. 

The wealth that was within this man 
It's only now we'll understand. 
And O’ the world will poorer be... 
And no one will miss him more than me.

by Sidney Campbell

What’s your name? and...
 Where ye fray?



NEW LINK BUILDING
& KITCHEN OPENED 2007 

In 2005 the oversight sought to improve our facilities by joining the two existing build-
ings with a link, which gave a larger kitchen and an upstairs hall for youth work. The 
existing hall was redesigned to provide more space and the link provided four more 
Sunday School rooms.  The building work was carried out by Victor Gordon and was 
opened in 2007 by David Mitchell, Elder and Church Secretary.



Some of the congregation attending the opening of the new link building

Pastor Lawrence Kennedy, David Mitchell, Victor Gordon, Pastor Geoffrey Ward, James Anderson 
and Pastor Billy Jones

The completed link building.
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FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP
IN RECENT YEARS
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SPECIAL GOSPEL 
MISSIONS

September 1970  Rev Fred Henry
September 1971  Pastor Willie Mullan & Fred Henry
September 1974  Mr James Peden & Mr Matthew Calderwood
May 1977   Pastor Hamilton Moore
March 1980   Pastor Willie Mullan & Pastor Geoffrey Ward
June 1981   Tent Mission  Pastor Geoffrey Ward
May 1982   Pastor Jackie Hughes
March 1985   Pastor Ivan Thompson
October 1991    Victor Maxwell
October 1996   Uel Finlay
October 1999   Rev Paul Bassett
April 2005   Pastor Trevor Gillanders
October 2008   Pastor Kenny Wilson
October 2017   Pastor Nigel Kissick

Ballee Baptist has held many special Gospel Missions over the years beginning 
in 1970 with Rev Fred Henry.

  Uel FinlayPastor Jack HughesTrevor Gillanders Victor Maxwell

James Robinson, Pastor Kennedy, David Mitchell, 
Rev.Paul Basssett & Robert Cameron

Rev. Fred Henry Pastor Geoffrey Ward



LONGEST SERVING
There have been many faithful people who have served the Lord in Ballee Baptist 
in different ways.  Below are just a few of the longest serving members and the 
capacity in which they served.

Elder
Robert Cameron 
from 1970 - 2011

Deacon 
Raymond Herbison

From 1971 - present

Sunday School
Superintendant

Noel Bell
2000 - present

Church Keepers
Ian & Linda Cameron

1995 - 2017

Pastor
 Lawrence Kennedy

1988 - Present

Secretary
David Mitchell
1995 - 2018

Treasurer
Stephen Irons
1983 - 1987
1993 - 2018
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
& SALT

I do count it a privilege to serve my master in children’s and 
young people’s ministry over many years at Ballee.  When 
I was converted to Christ I was reminded many times by 
various people in various places that we are saved to serve 
and yet another dear sister always added on we are saved 
to be like Christ.   

As I reflect on this fact I know I will never be like Christ because he was the only 
one who was perfect but I should endeavour to live in a way that pleases Him. 
While Christ walked upon the earth He managed to spend time with people as He 
considered it important and from the early days in my personal Christian walk I re-
alised it was important to spend time with people – just as Christ had done. I have 
since carried a personal ethos to instil or impart Christian values into the lives of 
the children and young people I have the privilege of working with in whatever 
sphere of service. 

So early in my walk with God the opportunity came up for me to get involved in 
Sunday School and I started to teach a P2 class from Gods Word.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed this new experience  - teaching God's Word and also working with young-
er children.  I then progressed to teach a P6 class which brought new challenges 
but I continued to know the presence of God as I sought to labour for Him. 

I believe that being teachable is key and of course is scriptural and I did observe 
those in leadership of Sunday School and did benefit from their counsel in relation 
to teaching Gods Word. Teaching was a valuable experience for me and even 
today I often appreciate that I learn a lot when preparing to deliver to others. 

In 2000 I was then approached by the Elders in the fellowship to take on the 
responsibility of Superintendent and after prayerful consideration I did agree to 
take over from Ivan Bankhead. At this point I ceased my regular teaching role and 
have been involved in the co-ordination of Sunday School and Bible Classes up 
until now.  I do still get the opportunity to cover various classes as the need arises. 
Reflecting, I have witnessed those whom I have taught previously now sending 
their own children to Sunday School and we as a team keep our focus on the truth 
of the Word of God which we pray will have lasting impact on this new generation.  

We encourage the memorisation of scripture and have a syllabus for coverage of 
the catechism is encouraging to see that some of our young people have an inter-

By Noel Bell
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est in teaching others and we can use some of these young people to assist from 
time to time when the regular teachers/leaders are absent.  The aim off course is 
to encourage involvement in God’s work as these young people will be needed as 
the teacher of the future generations DV. 

Over my years I can truly say that God is good, faithful and perfect in every way. 
There have been times of challenge and sadness but also there have been times 
of rejoicing as children report to us that they have trusted Christ, got saved, be-
come a Christian.  There can be no greater news to hear.

We have known unity in the team over the years and we trust that this continues 
as we all keep on focus and motivation in the right place – Christ.  One of the big 
changes and challenges since I have had responsibility of the department are the 
Child Protection regulations and this reminds me that we continue to seek and 
absolutely need the protection of God in our labours for him in these days.   

To summarise our typical year which runs from September - June we focus on the 
teaching and memorisation of God's Word and maybe I can include some verses 
from Psalm 119 'Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. With my lips have I de-
clared all the judgments of thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, 
as much as in all riches. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy 
ways. I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word. Deal bountifully 
with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word.'

We also take part in efforts to support other children in less fortunate circumstanc-
es as we collect filled shoes boxes in the lead up to Christmas each year.  We 
encourage the involvement from the children during our Carol services in Decem-
ber and again at our Children’s Day service in June.  We cannot forget about our 
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annual Sunday School trip which always proves to be popular.  

There have been many who have been faithful in teaching roles over the years and 
we thank God for their service. We are so grateful for the many who commit to pray 
regularly for the teachers/leaders as we stand on the front line we need to have 
Gods protection in every way.  Please don’t stop as we seek to be faithful to the 
One who is faithful to us.  The One who never forsakes or fails us – Our God, Our 
father, Our Master, Our Saviour.    

Where can I start with my involvement with the youth fellowship at Ballee? 

Maybe at the beginning when I was encouraged to come along to Youth Fellowship 
at Ballee even before I became a Christian, by a school friend Roy Smyth who had 
parents that encouraged him to go along to church activities.  I remember meeting 
in the small back room in the previous main church building on a Friday night.  It 
was a little strange for me as I observed the leaders arrange a varied programme 
each time we met.  The interest we had in Youth Fellowship didn’t last very long and 
we ended up not attending. 

When I became a Christian, I realised that having fellowship with other Christians 
on a regular basis was important and so I started to attend Youth Fellowship.   I 
soon started to enjoy the fellowship and even managed to venture on my first ever 
youth weekend.  I can remember being at a Youth Weekend in a guest house in 
Portrush and the place, let’s say was 'not the best' - but we certainly had fun and 
rich fellowship under the leadership of Stephen and Linda Irons and Willie and 
Annaleen Knowles.  I got to sing in the Youth Fellowship choir (without having to 

Salt Trip to Castlewellan



82

do any auditions!) and this was also a new experience for me and perhaps helped 
build my confidence levels. At some point in this journey the meeting was changed 
from Friday to a Sunday night.

The Youth Fellowship was organised by a committee and I thought maybe some-
day I could be involved in some way.  That day did arrive and I have been involved 
for over 23 years (I think!)

Working with young people is so rewarding as you get to have opportunity to relate 
and interact with many of the young people.  There are also those times when we 
have been required to work through some more difficult times but we have looked 
to God and I keep reminding myself as Pastor Lawrence Kennedy reminds me – 
'The bumps are what we climb on'.  How true, but sometimes I don’t even want to 
see any bumps . . .  but it is here we need to exercise faith in God as we acknowl-
edge it is His work and will be done in His way. 

We renamed our Youth Fellowship to SALT based on scripture Matthew 5 v 13 
'Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it 
be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men' and I also add on Searching and Learning Together as this is 
our aim to search and learn more from God's Word and how He desires that we 
align and live our lives in accordance to His Word.  

We seek to vary the programme and have different speakers invited along as well 
as using some of our inhouse talents to share in our meetings. Over the past few 
years we have arranged Engage Groups and the purpose is to give opportunity 
to engage more directly with a smaller group of young people and discover more 
on the themes which have been different for each year.  Our annual residential 
weekend is popular and we have had many great times as we have been one big 
family for a couple of days. 

Over the years of involvement I have witnessed many young people who have 
flourished in their walk with God – and some have become full time workers for 
God.  Only God knows who He will use next – there is certainly potential in our 
group and this excites me.  All young people are different and I do carry a burden 
for those who are perhaps not walking as close to God as they once did and also 
those who have never trusted Christ.  These days are certainly different from 
when I was a teenager, more darkness, deception, distress, discouragement and 
temptation, we certainly need to pray, pray, pray for the young people and those 
of us who have no parental responsibilities should continue to pray for parents 
who seek to be an example and lead their children and young people in the way 
of God. 

The work is not straightforward but we have a God who makes the way and I am 
aware of the modern song – (Our God) He knows what He’s doing.  And He does!  
Praise be to His name.  



FESTIVE FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
SPECIAL DINNER





LITTLE 
SUNBEAMS

During the Spring of 2010 a few girls from church attended a course on 'Finding 
Your Place In Ministry'. . . a seed was planted in my mind about using my gifts for 
the Lord.  I went to the eldership and to a few close friends within our church family 
and tentatively suggested that the church consider starting a Mother & Toddler 
Group in Ballee to try and reach those living in the area surrounding our church.

The eldership were keen to move this idea forward so after much prayer the min-
istry of Little Sunbeams commenced in September 2010.  We have had so many 
encouragements over the years and the team at Little Sunbeams work together 
serving our Lord in this work.  It has been a wonderful opportunity to share simple 
truths from God's word and to encourage and support whoever comes across our 
path.

By Jayne Kernohan





87

GOOD NEWS CLUB
& HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB

The Good News Club and the Holiday Bible Club started in 1988 and the leaders 
at that time were Ivan and Barbara Bankhead.

They passed the leadership role to Ken and Patricia Storey, who in turn passed 
the leadership on to John Mc Cartney.  In 2005 John left to start Bible College the 
leadership roll was taken on by Brian and Yolanda Moore.
 
In 2007 the new extension was opened, and the Holiday Bible Club was able to 
take great advantage of the extra room.  No longer did we have to clear the minor 
hall of chairs and then set up tables for book work, the great big room upstairs was 
set up prior to the start of the H.B.C on Monday.  The new extension also gave us 
the opportunity to play games inside on rainy days 

2013 saw a change in leadership when David and Karla Cameron became the 
leaders.  February 2016 is a date that left the Cameron family and Ballee Baptist 
Church in shock at the sudden death of our beloved Karla.  Brian and Yolanda 
stepped back into leadership again.  Then in September 2017 Calvin and Caroline 
Semple took on the leadership role and continue to serve the Lord in this work.
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The Good News Club took gifts and went to sing to the residents of Prospect 
Nursing Home.

Good News Club Parents and Friends Meeting March 2018
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H.B.C. July 2016

BBQ and Family Fun Night following H.B.C.
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YOUTH CLUB

The Youth Club was started many years ago by faithful members . . . those with a 
concern and love for older children who had out-grown Sunday School, Good News 
Club etc.  Youth Club still goes on today with new faces, new ideas but the same 
focus on bringing together teenagers from our area, to tell them of God’s love and 
His so great salvation for some have never heard this message nor do they attend 
any church. 

What happens at youth club?                                                                                                                                            
Games are played in the minor hall with great enthusiasm and a 'want to win' atti-
tude from girls and boys alike - table games and picture puzzle cards have recently 
been introduced and are also enjoyed by everyone.

The tuck shop is a wonderful asset - the kids love it - chocolate bars, crisps, soft 
drinks etc are all on offer and these days it’s the hot chocolate, milkshakes and 
doughnuts that go down really well.   This brings an atmosphere of friendship and 
love which is the building frame of the gospel and when the leaders get an opportu-
nity to speak a word from scripture they can do it with ease.

By Keith Morrison & Trevor Gillan
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Great teams have been made up from young members of the church in the past 
and we also have them today, this encourages us to keep going on for the Master,  
praying that more souls will come to know Christ as Saviour.

Above all our aim is to spread the Gospel to teenage children, that they may know 
the truth - so a time is set aside from all activities for a message from various peo-
ple for example, visitors from the Police Service, Fire Service, Coaching for Christ 
etc and other guest speakers and our own young youth leaders also take part and 
we encourage this particularly as they are the next generation keepers of the work.

Recently we have had a parent of teenagers coming for the first time this year tell-
ing us of the great time their kids are having at Youth Club, even wanting to know 
if it is on every week!  What encouragement that is to us that we are getting it right.

We need your prayers for the children that God will come in and save but also that 
through the work young believers and leaders may grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of Christ and have desire in their hearts to please and serve Him in this work. 

May the God of all Grace bless you all for your support through the years.



My lasting memory of my first night at the Ladies 
Fellowship 30 years ago is of Emma Simpson 
leading the meeting and then swiftly telling me 
I could lead it from the following month!!.....after 
persuading her I needed another month's grace I 
then found myself at the front of the Ladies Meet-
ing! 

Even 30 years ago I remember the great sense of camaraderie and how well 
the meetings were attended by our own ladies - many of whom are now in the 
glory or are too unwell to attend. What a trail they blazed and what a firm foun-
dation they laid for the future of the Ladies Fellowship. My gratitude goes to all 
those ladies who took an active part...whether leading at the front or leading 
by example! 

Many of these ladies were (and are !) great prayer warriors and although they 
may not be able to be with us physically we know they continue to pray for us 
as we do them. It is encouraging to see, even 30 years later, a heart for the 
place of prayer and while we are small in number it is a meeting that should 
not be missed.

The format of our meetings has changed very little over the years. We contin-
ue to be missionary based but from time to time we have introduced practical 
demonstrations...flower arranging, quilting etc either alongside a testimony or 
as a conduit for a missionary so-
ciety.

The Ladies Fellowship continues 
to thrive in 2018 ( for which we 
thank God) but we cannot afford 
to be careless or complacent as 
we continue to build upon our 
past and so as we look to the fu-
ture we pray that God will contin-
ue to bless and we will also con-
tinue to see blessing and growth 
over the next 50 years. 

THE LADIES 
FELLOWSHIP

Ladies fellowship trip to Butlers chocolate factory.

By Lesley Kennedy
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THE MEN'S 
FELLOWSHIP
The Men's Fellowship started with the vision of Wilson Burgess, Sid Campbell, 
Mervyn McMullan and David Mitchell, later joined by Wesley Coulter and Graham 
Kernohan.  It was a great opportunity to share with the men and  proved to be a time 
of great fellowship and friendship amongst the men.
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A TRIBUTE TO A DEAR BROTHER
ROBERT CAMERON

 
Our dear Brother Robert was suddenly called from this earthly 
scene to be with his Lord and Saviour on Friday evening, 13th 
May 2011. Robert was 86 years old and over all of those years 
enjoyed a great measure of health. In January 1995 he had 
major heart surgery and recovered very well. In March 2009 
he had a hip joint replacement which gave him better mobility. 

On Sunday evening 3rd April he became ill and was admitted to Antrim Area Hos-
pital where he remained for about ten days, before returning to his home at Sour 
Hill.  On 29th April Doctors sent him to Coleraine Hospital, and on Tuesday 10th 
May Robert was released from there and was staying at his Daughter Isobel's 
home, Craig's Road, Rasharkin. Then late on Friday evening Robert took a sei-
zure.  Ambulance crew and medical staff rushed to the home and did their best to 
revive him. 

The news of Brother Robert's home call cast a deep and lasting shadow over the 
Fellowship, great is our loss but greater was his abundant and glad entrance into 
the very presence of his Lord. (2 Peter 1 v 11) Today he is in the presence of the 
One whom he so faithfully served. 

We have treasured memories, and it is now fitting that tribute should be paid to our 
beloved friend and brother in Christ, one who served the Lord so well and gave his 
life to the work at the Toome Road. If there was a meeting, Robert was there and 
always willing to take his full share of responsibility.  His was a warm handshake, 
the welcoming smile that often met people at the Church. 

His funeral service was held in Ballee Baptist on Monday 16th May.  The respect 
and affection in which he was held was shown in the huge crowd that attended. 
Pastor Geoffrey Ward led in prayer and Pastor Jones read the scriptures.  Kellie 
Hanna sang that lovely solo piece 'Will I meet you on that beautiful shore?' Robert 
had many favourite hymns, one of which was sung at the funeral, 'I stand amazed 
in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene', and this was his very favourite verse from 
that hymn:

'He took my sins and my sorrows; 
He made them His very own; 

He bore the burden to Calvary; 
and suffered and died alone.'

1925 - 2011



Pastor Kennedy used the words of Hebrews 11 v 4 'he being dead yet speaketh.' 
These words were spoken of Abel murdered by his brother Cain. The Pastor left a 
challenge in the gospel to all present. 

Throughout Robert's Christian walk he dedicated his life to service at Ballee Bap-
tist. He held the office of Sunday School Superintendent from 1976-1984. He held 
the office of Church Secretary for 20 years and was a devoted Elder in the fellow-
ship from 1st February 1970. 

I lift the words of Moses from Genesis 6 v 4, 'There were giants in the earth in 
those days,' and Robert was a giant in faithfulness.  When the doors where open, 
Robert was there.  Nothing but ill-health kept him from the meetings. He was a man 
of great integrity and a trusted confidant. Robert was a giant in prayer. He never 
missed a prayer meeting and loved to lead the saints in prayer. Robert was a giant 
in encouragement. His kindness and warmth were evident to all, and he was a 
channel of blessing to many a soul.   We salute his faithfulness, his courage and 
his memory.

'Thou shalt be missed because thy seat will be empty' 1 Samuel 20 v 18. 
 

Highly valued members of our fellowship, who in spite of their age still have
a great interest in the work of our fellowship.

Mary Linton (90) Agnes Cameron (93)

NONAGENARIANS

Frona Bernard (91)

Jean Millar (95)

Mary McKeown (92)



BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS
& MISSIONARY SUPPORT
Down through the years Ballee Baptist Church has supported many students through 
Bible College and those who have gone into full time work.  One third of Ballee Bap-
tist's total giving goes towards this work in any given year. 

Pictured below are some of those who have been or are presently supported by 
Ballee Baptist in the Lord's Work.

Sam & Anna Irons

Pastor Billy Jones, John McCartney, Geoffrey Kennedy, Neil Harkness, Cherith Cameron, Jonnie 
Pollock, Jessy & Jaison Thomas, Pastor Lawrence Kennedy

Geoffrey McGrath Neil Harkness
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Matthew Wilkinson, Richard McCord & Christopher Cameron

Alan & Rosemary ArmstrongGeoffrey & Ruth Kennedy

James McKeown Patrick & Raquel Kangi



Fransuer Makuli

Jonny Pollock, Stephen Williamson (OMS), Pastor Kennedy, Julie Pollock, David Mitchell & 
Esther Williamson (OMS)

John & Pauline Tuff

Mark Brown

Sherard McKay

Joel Hutchinson

Leslie Kirk



David Mitchell, John McCartney, Noel McClintock (Faith Mission), Jill Megaw, Trevor Matthews (Faith 
Mission), Stuart Megaw, Neil Harkness, Pastor Kennedy, Leslie Brush (Faith Mission) and front Sarah & 
Ellen Megaw.

Richard and Cherith McCord with Penelope and Daisy



In the early days of the Fellowship at Ballee Open-air Meetings 
were carried out in the evenings around and about the District.  
After a time very few would come to listen and it was felt that a 
Christian witness in the Ballymena Market on a Saturday morning 
and some Outreach in the area would be of more benefit. 

This outreach was at first led by David Mitchell, then Sam Mc-
Caughey followed by Bertie McCord and now Nelson Neely.

The Market and Outreach witness from our Fellowship have both 
been in operation now for over twenty years. Our aim in all of this 
work continues to be three-fold: 

1. A Christian witness from our Fellowship.
2. The distribution of the word of God. 
3. Opportunity to witness for the Lord.

All involved in this work over the years have sought to be good ambassadors for the Lord.  
People cannot come to God without some teaching about God. 'How then shall they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard' Romans 10 v 14.  Faith cometh by hearing and hearing and hearing by the word 
of God. 

We do it courteously and patiently and the reception is generally positive, we do not force our-
selves on anyone, and our aim is to be a steady and faithful witness.  We have heard of some 
people coming to faith in the Lord Jesus and we trust that our witness may have been used of 
God in their salvation.  All of this work often reminds me of the mind-set of one of Scotland’s 
most saintliest men – Samuel Rutherford. He worked and loved the little place called Anworth. 
He cared for the people and prayed for the people and his thoughts were put to verse:

Fair Anworth by the Solway; 
To me thou still art dear;
E’en from the verge of Heaven; I drop for thee a tear;
Oh, if one soul from Anworth, meet me at God’s right hand; 
My heaven will be two Heaven’s in Immanuel’s land.   

We live in days of apathy, indifference and decline on so many levels.  People are taken up 
with television; leisure pursuits; etc - all legilimate in their own right, but they have very little 
time to be disturbed by people talking about religion, as they see it.  We know that all of this 
springs from the sinful heart of man that only God alone can fix.  The Lord, in all His fullness, 
is the only answer to it and there is no other successful message for our day and generation.  

Personal evangelism is not a technique, not a list of ideas, not a lot of memory verses, but 
a Christian led of the Spirit of God.  Think of Philip, going great in Samaria, great blessing 
but caught away to a lonely desert road where the Spirit was dealing with the Ethiopian man, 

MARKET WITNESS
& OUTREACH
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Cecil Quinn, Pastor Jones, John McCaughy, Sidney Campbell, Lena McCord, Sam McCaughey & Bertie 
McCord

David Mitchell, Joe Stevenson and Wilson Archer

exposed to the truth and needing help.  Think about Peter called to the house of Cornelius, 
a good man but unsaved and the sanctifing work of the Spirit is in operation.

Matthew 24 v 46 “Blessed is that servant, whom His Lord when he cometh, shall find 
so doing”
  



103
Audio Visual Team

BALLEE BAPTIST CHURCH
LEADERS & DEPARTMENTS OVER THE YEARS

Some of the Mens Fellowship Commitee.
Pastor Billy Jones, Sidney Campbell. Mervyn McMullan, David Mitchell, Wesley Coulter
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Some of the Little Sunbeams Staff over the years

Children's Church staff past and present
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Pastor Billy Jones & Pastor Lawrence Kennedy

Children's Church staff from previous years



Some of the Catering Committee

Past and present members of the SALT Committee
Noel Bell, Emma McNabney, Emma Manson, Chrissy Cameron, Matthew Wilkinson, Peter Knowles



Some of the Youth Club leaders from previous years.

Some past and present Sunday School Teachers
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Present Sunday School Teachers
Noel Bell (Superintendant), Brian Moore, Jonny McKillen, Rebecca McClure, Elaine Kirk, Joan McMullan, Josie Lennox, 
Yolanda Moore, Kathryn McMullan, Anne McClure, Linda Cameron, Charlotte Anderson, Hannah Anderson and Andrew 

Robinson and Gladys Faulkner (Inset)

Good News Club Leaders
Calvin & Caroline Semple

Bottom Row: Molly Faulkner, Rhon-
da Williamson, Charlotte Anderson, 
Alice Kennedy, Sarah Logan, Yolan-
da Moore, John Kennedy & Hannah 
Henderson

Top Row: Kathryn McMullan, Ryan Dodds, Calvin Semple, Matthew Wilkin-
son, Richard & Gladys Faulkner, Adam Wilkinson, Brian Moore, Johnnie 
McKillen

Past and present Good News Club Helpers



Ballee Baptist Oversight:  Back Row: Graham Kernohan, Stephen Irons, Ian Calderwood, Sam McCullough, David 
Mitchell, Auldwyn Calderwood, Raymond Herbinson, Robert McMaster and James Robinson 

Front Row:  Trevor Gillan, David Cameron, Pastor Lawrence Kennedy, Wesley Coulter and Alec Kinghorn (Inset)

Elders: David Mitchell, Pastor Lawrence Kennedy, Auldwyn Calderwood, Wesley Coulter and James Robinson.
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A TRIBUTE TO A DEAR BROTHER
RONNIE LINTON

Our dear Brother Ronnie was called from this earthly scene 
to be with his Lord and Saviour on 3rd July 2013.  Ronnie 
was in his 93rd year and over all of those years enjoyed a 
great measure of health.  He had major surgery on a few 
occasions but his passing came only a after  short illness. 
Visitors to his bedside were always blessed and uplifted by 
his steadfast faith.  

Ronnie was a native of the Garvagh area and had five 
brothers and three Sisters.  After serving his apprenticeship 
there he came to Ballymena.  He and Mary were married in 
1946 and were blessed with two boys and five girls.  In the forties he commenced 
business in William Street and built up a very successful cycle business in the Town 
and the name Linton is synonymous with the world of cycling and motor cycling.  
From William Street to John Street and then Springwell Street, and now under the 

Deacons:  Back Row: Graham Kernohan, Stephen Irons, Sam McCullough, Ian Calderwood and 
Raymond Herbinson 

Front Row:   Trevor Gillan, David Cameron,  Robert McMaster and Alec Kinghorn (Inset)
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management of his sons Ronnie and Raymond, they recently celebrated over 
sixty years in business.     

The news of Brother Ronnie’s home call cast a deep and lasting shadow over 
the Fellowship, he was the oldest member of the Church. Ronnie was saved at 
a Gospel Mission in 1968 when he put his faith and trust in the finished work of 
Calvary. Great is our loss but greater was his abundant and glad entrance into the 
very presence of his Lord (2 Peter 1 v 11).  Today Ronnie is in the presence of the 
One whom he so faithfully served. His warm handshake, the welcoming smile will 
be missed at the Church. 

We have treasured memories, and it is now fitting that tribute should be paid to our 
beloved friend and brother in Christ, one who served the Lord so well and gave his 
life to the work at Ballee.  Ronnie was elected Elder in the Fellowship at the An-
nual Business Meeting on 11th February 1980.  He served faithfully in that Office 
until March 2012 and at the Annual Church Meeting in that year Pastor Kennedy 
presented him with an inscribed gift in recognition of 32 faithful years of service.    

Ronnie's funeral and thanksgiving service was held in Ballee Baptist Church on 
Friday 5th July.  The respect and affection in which he was held was shown by the 
large crowd that attended. Pastor Geoffrey Ward, a previous Pastor in Ballee took 
part and read words of comfort from the Scriptures. (Psalm 23 & 2 Cor. 5 v 1 – 8)   
Mr Wesley Coulter, Elder led in prayer.

Pastor Lawrence Kennedy brought a very fitting tribute using the words of Gene-
sis 6 v 4 'there were giants in the earth in those days'.   Ronnie was a giant in the 
family; a giant in business; a giant in encouragement.  A man of great strength 
and renown in many areas of his life.  An all-round gentle giant and a steady man 
of God.  

Pastor Kennedy spoke from John 11 v 25 & 26  'I am the resurrection and the life, 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead yet shall he live. And whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?'  He left a challenge 
in the gospel to all present using the headings. 

1.  The victory in the verse - The Lord Jesus is the resurrection and the Life. 
2.  The possibility in the verse - Because He lives we can trust Him and never die 
spiritually  
3.  Responsibility - Believest thou this?    
 

“O death where is thy sting?  O grave where is thy victory?  Thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”                                                                                                          
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It is a great privilege for me to write a report for the 50th 
Anniversary booklet.  I began my role as Pastor in Training 
on 1st April 2017, but my journey with Ballee Baptist started 
long before that.  In fact my journey started on 9th August 
1989, the day I was born!  I thank God for my upbringing in 
Ballee, this has been, and continues to be a great blessing and foundation to me. 
Some people even have memories of me lying on the floor next to the radiators, 
snoring during the Sunday night meeting, I don’t think this was anything to do 
with the preacher!

It was through the Good News Club that I came to faith at the age of 6 years old. 
I have very fond memories of going to the GNC and HBC because of all the fun 
and games, but also, unknown to me at the time, I was being taught the truths of 
the Bible which have stood with me.

Whilst I was enjoying working part time as an Accountant in a local firm and stud-
ying at Cornhill Training College I felt the call of God upon my life to leave my 
career and seek to serve God in a full time capacity.  I loved my job, so this was 
a big step for me to leave it after nearly 9 years.  I handed in my resignation in 
February 2017 before taking up the role within the church.  I would like to publicly 
thank the Elders and Deacons for giving me this opportunity and allowing me to 
serve in this way in my home church.

I completed one year at Cornhill, before transferring my studies to the Irish Bap-
tist College in Moira. This was coupled alongside my continued work within the 
church. I have been learning a lot from Pastor Kennedy and I appreciate his 
mentorship and guidance especially as I encounter situations for the first time. I 
have had the privilege of rejoicing and also sharing in difficult circumstances with 
many of you.

I look ahead to the next year, in God’s will, as I continue my studies with IBC and 
also serving the church. My official training with Ballee will conclude at the end of 
August 2019 as I then embark on two years full-time study at college.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued prayerful 
and financial support, coupled with words of encouragement, which so many are 
generous with. 

DAVID CAMERON
PASTOR IN TRAINING
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May the Lord continue to bless us together as we look to Him and continue to 
serve Him faithfully.

David Cameron

Psalm 86 v 15 - But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gra-
cious, long suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.

David Cameron (Pastor in training) and Pastor Lawrence Kennedy
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BALLEE BAPTIST
50th Anniversary Dinner
Ballee Baptist held a special dinner and fellowship evening in Tullyglass Hotel 
on 1st June 2018 to mark our 50th Anniversary. 
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Those who have served the Fellowship in the capacity of Secretary, Treasurer 
and Sunday School Superintendent.

Secretary

Mark Johnston                           April 1968                   March 1969
James Alexander               April 1969                 January 1971
Arthur Dempsey               January 1971             October 1971
Bertie Russell                    November 1971           January 1976
Robert Cameron             February 1976             February 1996
David Mitchell                             February 1996              April 2018
Wesley Coulter   April 2018  Still serving

Treasurer

William Lormer           April 1968                   April 1969
James Fleck                April 1969                    January 1971
James Alexander                January 1971                February 1976  
Raymond Herbison        February 1976             February 1983
Stephen Irons                      February 1983             February 1987
Raymond Herbison              February 1987             February 1993
Stephen Irons                       February 1993          April 2013
Wesley Coulter   April 2013  April 2018
Stephen Irons   April 2018  Still serving

Sunday School Superintendent

Thomas Orr                    April 1968             April 1969
Pastor Henry                   April  1969            February 1972
Auldwyn Calderwood     February 1972      February 1976
Robert Cameron             February 1976      February 1984
Robert McMaster           February 1984      September 1986
Raymond Herbison        September 1986    September 1995
Ivan Bankhead                September 1995    June 2000
Noel Bell                          September 2000     Still serving    

SECRETARYS, TREASURERS
& SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS
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BALLEE BAPTIST
RECORD OF BAPTISMS

Wilson McKeown                    3rd June 1968
Robert  Cameron  3rdJune 1968
James Alexander          September 1968
Anna Irons                         12th January 1969 
Matthew Calderwood       13th March 1969
Anna Calderwood         13th March 1969
Aline Calderwood       13th March 1969
Joan Calderwood           13th March 1969
Mrs R. McClure                13th March 1969
Miss M McCurdy                 13th March 1969
Mrs McCurdy               13th March 1969 
James McKeown      13th March 1969
Mrs Foster                  13th March 1969
Raymond Herbison       13th March 1969
Moira Herbison        13th March 1969
J. Thompson               13th March 1969 
Lily Wharry            13th March 1969
Bertie Russell      1st June 1969  
Joe Stevenson          21st June 1969
Elizabeth Alexander        21st June 1969
Auldwyn Calderwood     21st June 1969
Margaret Calderwood       21st June 1969
John   Colvin              21st June 1969
Mr A. Dempsey         21st June 1969
Mrs D. Dempsey          21st June 1969
Sally Fleming               21st June 1969
Mrs J. Thompson     21st June 1969
Maurice McMullan         15th August 1970
Ria McMullan            15th August 1970
James Robinson       15th August 1970
Maureen Robinson        15th August 1970
Sam Irons               15th August 1970
Wilson Kirk             15th August 1970
May Kirk                    15th Auguist 1970
Jack Ewart               7th November 1974
Mrs Ewart                   7th November 1974
Jean Kelly                      7th November 1974
Tommy Smyth             7th November 1974
Violet Graham          9th March 1975
Verna Andrews        16th November 1975
Jackie McCrystal          16th November 1975
Dessie Shaw                16th November 1975
Joan Shaw                  16th November 1975
Mrs Ann McWhirter     15th January 1976
Caroline Gartland      15th January 1976
Mrs I. Gartland              15th January 1976

Mrs George Millar        15th January 1976
Jean Millar            15th January 1976 
Anna Simpson               15th January 1976
May Simpson             15th January 1976
Mrs M. Simpson           15th January 1976
Mrs J. Murray                9th May 1976 
Marion Herbison        3rd October 1976
Frances Smyth           3rd October 1976
Marlene Gardiner          29th May 1977
Robert Craig       29th April 1979
Jeannie Craig               29th April 1979
Edward Fleming         29th April 1979
David Mitchell            29th April 1979
Ena Mitchell          29th April 1979
William Campbell (Jnr)   29th April 1979
Helen Campbell      29th April 1979  
David Currie        15th February 1981
Mr David Currie      15th February 1981
Jim Carson                    21st March 1982
Iris  Carson                21st March 1982
Geoffrey McGrath         12th December 1982
Ian Cameron             12th December 1982
Linda Cameron               12th December 1982
Martin Campbell          12th December 1982
Janette McKay             5th June 1983
Heather Campbell        5th June 1983
Ann Calderwood           5th June 1983
Heather Hoey              5th June 1983
Susann Magill           4th December 1983
Margaret Carlisle          4th December 1983
David Smyth                   4th December 1983
Helen Smyth          4th December 1983
Charles McCrum            12th May 1985
Vickey McCrum           12th May 1985
Agnes Carson        12th May 1985
Annaleen Carson      12th May 1985
James Kerr               12th May 1985
Maureen Kerr      12th May 1985
Ivan Bankhead          12th May 1985
Barbara Bankhead            12th May 1985
Aaron Herbison         5th March 1989
June Kirk                 5th March 1989 
James Fullerton  2nd April 1989
Fiona Fullerton  2nd April 1989
Lesley Kirk  2nd April 1989
Trevor Robinson  2nd April 1989

The first baptism was held on the 9th May 1976 in the first church building and to 
date there have been 324 baptisms in the church.
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Jim Wylie   2nd April 1989
Irene Wylie  2nd April 1989 
Jill Harkness  2nd April 1989
Karen Livingstone  2nd April 1989
Noel Bell   31st March 1991
Mandy Long  31st March 1991
John McCartney  31st March 1991
Ken Storey  31st March 1991
John Luke  23rd June 1991
Philip McCullough  23rd June 1991
Victor Gordon  9th March 1992
Laim McKendry   9th March 1992
Norman McKeown  9th March 1992
Ruth Coulter  1st November 1992
Susan Bankhead  1st November 1992     
Gareth Fleming  1st November 1992
Ruth Fleming  1st November 1992
Graham Kernohan  1st November 1992
Hilary Kernohan  1st November 1992
Margaret Logan  1st November 1992
Margaret McKeown   1st November 1992
Diane Robinson  1st November 1992
Karen Boville  14th June 1994 
Derinda Hanna  14th June 1994
Ivan Hanna  14th June 1994
Albert Moore  14th June 1994
Gillian Moore  14th June 1994
Karen Moore  14th June 1994
Alastair Mark  14th June 1994
Billy McDowell  14th June 1994
Lorraine McDowell  14th June 1994
Lily Picken  14th June 1994
Diane Riddell  14th June 1994
Stewart Riddell  14th June 1994
May Davies  31st January 1995 
Robert Johnston  31st January 1995 
Pamela Livingstone  31st January 1995 
Mavis Millar  31st January 1995 
Norman Millar  31st January 1995 
Deborah Aiken  22nd September 1996      
Peter Bankhead  22nd September 1996
Bob Dwyer  22nd September 1996
Sadie Dwyer  22nd September 1996
Elaine Elder  22nd September 1996
Julie Irons  22nd September 1996
Stewart Megaw  22nd September 1996
Darrell McDowell  22nd September 1996
Anne McKelvey  22nd September 1996
Mrs. B. Wray  22nd September 1996
Kathleen Young  22nd September 1996
Bill Cull   15th June 1997      
Sharon Cull  15th June 1997
Geoffrey Kennedy  15th June 1997
Claire Millar  15th June 1997 
Louise McAuley  15th June 1997
Steven McAuley  15th June 1997
Steven McDonald  15th June 1997
Ian Calderwood  28th June 1998

James Elliott  28th June 1998
Laura Gardiner  28th June 1998
Stirling Kirk  28th June 1998
Heather Logan  28th June 1998
Richard Logan  28th June 1998
Billy McAuley  28th June 1998
Nancy McAuley  28th June 1998
Steven Smyth  28th June 1998
Steven Balmer  11th April 1999  
Gail Cameron  11th April 1999
James Clarke  11th April 1999
Stephen Johnston  11th April 1999
John Kernohan  11th April 1999
Selina Marrs  11th April 1999
Bertie McCord  11th April 1999
Lena McCord  11th April 1999
Pamela Neill  11th April 1999
Glen Rutherford  11th April 1999
Maggie Rutherford  11th April 1999
Samuel McMaster  11th April 1999
Ann McMaster  11th April 1999
Sarah Gardiner  4th June 2000         
Neal Harkness  4th June 2000
John Jamison  4th June 2000
Deborah Kennedy  4th June 2000
Melanie Kennedy  4th June 2000
Linda McCord  4th June 2000
Richard McCord  4th June 2000
Paul McMahon  4th June 2000
Stephen McMullan  4th June 2000
Alison Whann  4th June 2000
Carol Coleman  11th November 2001      
Lynn Dornan  11th November 2001
Judith Forsythe  11th November 2001
Caroline McWhirter  11th November 2001
Rachel Williamson  11th November 2001
Joel Hutchinson               11th November 2001
Five people from the 
Reformed Presbyterian  April 2002    
Cherith Cameron  26th April 2002     
Mary Collins  26th April 2002
Janice Spence  26th April 2002
Julie Whann  26th April 2002
Peter Williamson  26th April 2002
Ruth Ann Williamson 26th April 2002
Robina Woodrow  26th April 2002
Gillian Chambers  8th June 2003
Dean Davidson  8th June 2003
Nichola Dornan  8th June 2003
Alison Foster  8th June 2003
John Foster  8th June 2003
Jennifer Gordon  8th June 2003
Tom Gordan  8th June 2003
Victoria Gordan  8th June 2003
Laura Irons  8th June 2003
Naomi Kennedy  8th June 2003
Andrew Kirkpatrick  8th June 2003
Nichola Moffett  8th June 2003
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Enda McAuley  8th June 2003
Yvonne McCalmont   8th June 2003
Lynn McCloy   8th June 2003
Julie McCullough  8th June 2003
David Campbell  7th December 2003
Heather Campbell  7th December 2003
Rachel Chambers  7th December 2003
Naomi Johnston  7th December 2003
Anna Portis  7th December 2003
Anne Simpson  7th December 2003
Sarah Cotton  11 April 2004
Ashley Cotton  11 April 2004
Gillian Cotton  11 April 2004
Andrew Robinson  11 April 2004
Leonard Graham  11 April 2004
June Leckie  11 April 2004
Graham Campbell  27 March 2005
Andrew Tuff  27 March 2005
Andrew Calderwood 16 October 2005
Alan Francey  16 October 2005
Ruth Francey  16 October 2005
Samantha Galloway  16 October 2005
Trevor Gillen  16 October 2005
Karen Gillen  16 October 2005
Ken Moffett  16 October 2005
Lavern Moffett  16 October 2005
Jonathan Pollock  16 October 2005
Rhonda Sharpe  16 October 2005
David Cameron  23rd April 2006   
Louise Cameron  23rd April 2006   
Gemma Campbell  23rd April 2006   
Jenny Farquhar  23rd April 2006   
Ronnie Galloway  23rd April 2006   
Brian Neill  23rd April 2006   
Rebecca Patton  23rd April 2006   
Gillian Reid  23rd April 2006   
Alison Shaw  23rd April 2006   
Carol Shaw  23rd April 2006   
David Whann  23rd April 2006   
Mark Williamson  23rd April 2006   
Jonathan Bell  4th March 2007   
Peter Houston  4th March 2007   
Emma McNabney  4th March 2007   
Karla Redmond  4th March 2007   
Christopher Cameron 23rd March 2008   
Peter Gillen  23rd March 2008   
Hayley Johnston  23rd March 2008   
Rebecca Miller  23rd March 2008   
Rebekah Jones  14th June 2009     
Alice Kennedy  14th June 2009     
Lois McCartney  14th June 2009     
Craig McNeilly  14th June 2009     
Mark Sinclair  14th June 2009     
Naomi Thompson  14th June 2009     
Jennifer Wilson  14th June 2009     
Lindsay Alexander  13th June 2010     
Robert Andrews  13th June 2010     
Sharon Andrews  13th June 2010     

Ethan Archer  1st April 2012     
Claire Calderwood  1st April 2012     
Ruth Cameron  1st April 2012     
Alannah Dickson  1st April 2012     
Elaine Faulkner  1st April 2012     
Julie Harbinson  1st April 2012     
Sarah Jones  1st April 2012     
James Logan  1st April 2012     
Sarah Logan  1st April 2012     
Davis McFetridge  1st April 2012     
Alan McAlonan  1st April 2012     
Myra McAlonan  1st April 2012     
Rachel McCloy  1st April 2012     
Alison Ogilby  1st April 2012     
Houston Ogilby  1st April 2012     
Katie Ogilby  1st April 2012     
Linda Ogilby  1st April 2012     
Matthew Wilkinson  1st April 2012     
Amy Thompson  7th April 2013     
Catherine McAlonan 7th April 2013      
Hannah Millar  7th April 2013     
Jonathan Cameron  7th April 2013     
Sarah Cameron  7th April 2013     
Rosemary Quaite  7th April 2013     
Peter Knowles  7th April 2013     
Michael Knowles  7th April 2013     
Emma Manson  7th April 2013     
Brian Montgomery  7th April 2013     
Naomi McMullan  7th April 2013     
Jonathan Service  8th June 2014  
Gillian Service  8th June 2014  
Bertie Arthur  8th June 2014  
Victoria Thompson  8th June 2014  
Sammy Manson  19th April 2015   
Lily Manson  19th April 2015   
ulie Alexander  19th April 2015   
Adam Wilkinson  19th April 2015   
Sammy Hill  19th April 2015   
Darren Williamson  19th April 2015   
Roderick McDowell  19th April 2015   
Sarah McEvoy  15th May 2016   
Calvin Semple  15th May 2016   
Caroline Semple  15th May 2016   
Ruth Millar  15th May 2016   
Joseph Gillan  15th May 2016   
Rachel Gillan  15th May 2016   
Joseph Thompson  15th May 2016   
Hannah Anderson  29th January 2017   
Julie Kernohan  29th January 2017   
Lauren Cull  29th January 2017   
Peter Sampson  29th January 2017   
Johnnie McKillen  29th January 2017   
Aaron Clinton  11th June 2017   
Philip Robinson  11th June 2017   



BALLEE BAPTIST CHURCH
50 YEARS OF GOD'S BLESSING



To God be the glory, great things He hath done,
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice;

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice;

Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory; great things He hath done.

We Preach Christ Crucified
1 Corinthians 1 v 23


